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Background & Objective: Formative tests during the course means when the teacher is still
teaching skills. The present study aimed to identify the strengths and weaknesses of students and
guide them.

Methods: In this cross-sectional study, seven universities were selected using cluster random
sampling in different type and geographical locations. Using a simple random sampling, out of 98
residents, 12 attending who were enrolled in the study. Data collection was done by questionnaire
and interviewing forms. Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics.

Results: In the residents view in six items which were assessed in the questionnaire, taking history,
physical presence of the residents, clinical analysis and on time presence on the bedside were the
highest items evaluated. From the attending point views taking history, timely presence of the
residents, diagnosis methods and exact physical exams were the most items being evaluated
respectively. There were significant differences between evaluated universities on the items such as
timely presence on the bedsides and following cost effective treatments and patient's care.
Conclusion: Relevant authorities should monitor the implementation of the current methods of
teaching to achieve maximum benefits, and not just evaluate items like physical presence. It seems
respecting for patient's privacy and ethical obligations must also be considered.

Key Words: Formative evaluation, Resident, Attending

*Correspondence: M.A. in Medical Education, School of Medical Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences,
Professor of Gastroenterology, AND Associate Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, Rafsanjan University of Medical
Sciences, Rafsanjan, Iran

e Tel: (+98) 912 185 3979 * Fax: (+98) 391 822 6340 * Email: Vah_Mirzaee@yahoo.com

1



